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In this study during 2017 - 2018 for the first time in Kosovo the research on distribution, 

migration and population dynamics of the Kosovo White Stork was made. About 60 new 

nests were found in the whole country territory and together with 22 known nests the 

total population is estimated to 83 nests and 72 breeding pairs. In total 461 chicks raised 

in the succesfully nests. Breeding success for the country territory during the 

observation period of all breeding pairs was 3.18, and 3.19 of all breeding pairs that 

raised chicks. The mean breeding density, breeding pairs/100 km2 of country territory, 

was 0.013 and the biological population density, breeding pairs/100 km2 of river basin 

was 4.83. 48.61 % of all recorded White Stork nests were located on various poles. The 

majority of the recorded nests (39.95 %) were located in non-irrigated arable land (CLC 

class 211), followed with those in the areas of complex cultivation patterns (CLC class 

242)  19 %. White Stork tracking was possible for the first time to track with GPS 

loggers in 2016 - 2018 for 8 juveniles from the population in Kosovo. Our results enable 

us to document, for the first time, the passage of White Storks from their breeding ground 

in Kosovo into the wintering places in central eastern and southern Africa. 
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